Volunteering your Services - a Chainsaw is not compulsory

Volunteers come in all shapes and sizes: some are excellent at planting trees, or can get a good fire going, or can drive a tractor, or are good with electronics and electrical things, or can paint and do carpentry jobs, and then there are the professionals who bring tools from work. That’s me with a selection of personal protective clothing that would make any good outfitter envious, plus access to noisy chainsaws and quiet scientific surveying stuff. But the one thing all volunteers bring is enthusiasm and a willingness to take on the tasks. 

On the 21st and 22nd November 2009, Abington County Scout Campsite had one of its working weekends - a dozen and more Explorers, Scout Network and other members of the Association from across the county, and myself, went along to lend a hand. 

My day as a volunteer at Abington:

Arrive for the morning briefing, held with cuppas all round, assess the job and work out “What tools do I need?”. Kit up and do all my safety checks, fire up a pole saw and start lifting the crowns on the entry in to one of the camping glades. Next clear some space around the fire site and pollard back a cherry tree, this led on to lifting another cuppa. Next it was fuel up and start lifting another crown this time on a coniferous tree. Before I knew it lunch with the rest of the crew.

After lunch it was search out the last few marked trees that needed taking down by chainsaw, but I was not alone in taking trees down as there was an Explorer using a bow saw taking down some stuff which I had left for him. And then I spotted big trouble in the form of a dangerous tree, so I set to work on getting it down safely before the light failed, which meant I had my work cut out. 

My day finished with another cuppa and a pleasant journey home, leaving my fellow crew members to Tony Claydon’s culinary skills.  

Okay so not everyone has access to the same array of tools as me but we all can get involved and it is a great way to do your Community or Environmental Award. Plus if you are going for the whole weekend at Abington you can camp or use the indoor accommodation.  

For more information about the volunteering opportunities at Abington contact the campsite team of Barry Wallman or Tony Claydon, or e-mail servicecrew@abingtoncampsite.org.uk.

